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Presbytery of the Peaks 
One Hundred and Thirty Sixth Stated Meeting 

October 24, 2024 
Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church, Roanoke, Virginia 

 
 
The planned meeting of the Presbytery of the Peaks was canceled for October 24, 2024, and 
rescheduled to be a Zoom meeting on Thursday, October 31, 2024. 
 
To explain this exceeding rare circumstance, the following message was distributed to the 
presbytery:  
  
“On Tuesday [October 22, 2024], a person of sufficiently credible concern registered for our 
Thursday meeting. He has a long-standing quarrel with one of our Roanoke congregations, who 
had scheduled business before the presbytery on Thursday. It is difficult to gauge the level of a 
threat that is not overt, but the sense of danger has led that congregation to obtain a Do Not 
Trespass Order and hire a police presence for Sunday mornings for more than a year. Quick legal 
remedies or security measures are not available to us. 
  
“We are responsible for all the people that would have gathered on Thursday, as well as our 
hosts and their preschool families. We do not want to take the chance of someone being harmed 
as a result of our meeting. Put simply, we are responsible for presbytery commissioners, staff, 
visitors and preschool families and staff, and we are not taking any chances with the well-being 
of anyone as a result of our meeting.” 
 
Cabinet held emergency meetings on October 23 and October 24 to make these decisions and to 
determine the time-sensitive docket for the October 31 Zoom meeting. 
 
To this end, the presbytery was unable to celebrate the sacrament of communion in 2024. 
 
The minutes for this meeting will include all reports from the original packet, including the 
report from the Special Task Force on Newly Acquired Assets. The actions they are 
recommending will be postponed until February when the presbytery plans to gather in-person 
next, with the Cabinet to begin conversations around its content in advance of that meeting.  
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October 24, 2024 
Stated Meeting 

Presbytery of the Peaks 
 

ATTENDANCE1 
 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Present 
 
Kyle Allen Herndon Jeffreys Dave Roberts 
George Anderson Keith Leach Betsy Soto 
Philip Bouknight Gary Marshall Anghaarad Teague Dees 
Ben Brannan Lisa Marshall Peter Thompson 
Beth Broschart Sarah Martin Allison Unroe 
Janet Chisom Bob McLavey Carl Utley 
Linda Dickerson Russ Merritt Chris Vogado 
Susi Ennis Bea Miller Andrew Whaley 
Isabella Fagiani Jonathan Moelker Morgan Whitfield 
Jeff Garrison Jim Moss Brent Williams 
Geoff Hubbard Mikel Pugh Steve Willis 
Kim Jeffreys Mark Rackley  

 
Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Excused 
 
Annette Goard Kris Moore Pete Smith 
Elizabeth Link Cheryl Peeples Ed Soto 

 
Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Absent 
 
Steve Darr Carlos Malave Sarah Wiles 
Shawn Hyska Kim Steinhorst  

 
Honorably Retired Ministers in Attendance 
 
Terry Blevins Dusty Fiedler Terri Slate 
Glenn Coleman Skip Hastings John Wiederholt 
David Dickerson Nancy Morris George Wilson 
Bob Fiedler Jim Slate  

 
 
Honorably Retired Ministers Excused 
 
 Tupper Garden 

 
1 A note on attendance: we were unaware until the meeting began of a 100 participant cap on our Zoom 
account. We were able to admit as many people as possible, but are unaware at this time if anyone was 
unable to join the meeting because of the cap. 
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Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers Present 
 
Dave Baker Terri Cornwell Rachel Vogado 
Vernie Bolden Richard Goodman  
Jen Brothers Emily Rhodes Hunter  

 
Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers Excused 
 
Kathy Carpenter Robin Williamson  
Chad McCain   

 
Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers Absent 
 
Ellen Anderson Paul Johnson Amy Merrill Willis 
Todd Hester Debra McKune  

 
Commissioned Pastors Present 
 
Margie Anderson Richard Henderson Joyce Perez 
Donna Britt Jan McGilliard Laura Jane Ramsburg 

 
Commissioned Pastors Excused 
 
  Diane Baldwin 
 
Commissioned Pastors Absent 
 
Todd Adkins Barbara Jacobs Mike Price 
Phil Berry Bill Meneely Linda Trumbo 
Dick Boswell Robert Morris Tony Ward 
Naomi Hodge Muse Felecia Parsell Mike Whorley 
Al Jacobs Kelvin Perry  

 
Cabinet and Committee Chairs Attending 
 
Denny Casey   
Ray Williams   

 
Voting Elders for Churches 
 
Altavista Mark Younkin  
Bedford Rebecca Noell  
Blacksburg Janet Rakes  
Blacksburg Jack Call  
Bluemont Stephen Puckett  
Buchanan Watts Steger  
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Campbell Memorial Debby Havlik  
Chatham Steve Creasy  
Christiansburg Shelda Wills  
Christiansburg Mary Osten  
Clifton Forge Jenny Oeltjen  
College Anita Garland  
Collinsville, First Kym Wiederholt  
Cool Spring Marilyn Hubbard  
Covenant Lisa Farthing  
Covenant Melissa Cranwell  
Drakes Branch Willie Pettus  
Fairlawn Pati Roane  
Farmville David Smith  
Fifth Avenue Philip Claytor  
Fifth Avenue Ruth Claytor  
Floyd John Sholar  
Forest John Bates  
Forest Hills Martha Sherwood  
Holbrook Street Elease Wilson  
Holbrook Street Patricia Allen  
Low Moor Susan Terrell  
Lynchburg, First Samuel Howe  
Lynchburg, First Peter Baldwin  
McAllister Memorial Augustus Hayslett  
New Dublin David Dobyns  
Northminster Judy Moore  
Northside Sandi Webster  
Pearisburg Janice Nevergold  
Quaker Memorial John Lanier  
Roanoke Valley Mary Lou Summers  
Salem Steve Lemons  
Second Katherine Elliott  
Second Alice Holman  
Second Nancy Gray  
South Boston, First Don Cherry  
Trinity Ecumenical Parish Gael Chaney  
Villamont Susan Bruffey  

 
Visitors 
 
John Arehart Farmville  
Sue Bentley Northside  
Mary Cassidy-Anger Abukloi  
Pam Claterbaugh Northminster  
Richard Claterbaugh Northminster  
Bill Herman Abukloi  
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Brenda Linkenhoker First, Covington  
Ed Mahler   
Angelo Maker Abukloi  
Multiple Visitors in  
    One Room 

Covenant  

 
Candidate for Ordination 
   
  John McCarthy  
 
 
Staff Not Counted Elsewhere 
 
Julie Burnett   
Sharon Bogdan   
Donna Garrison   

 
Churches Not Represented by a Voting Elder 
 
Amherst Fincastle New Store 
Appomattox CH Fork Union Oak Level 
Appomattox PE Gethsemane Oak View 
Arvon Grace Old Brick 
Beale Memorial Hat Creek Old Concord 
Belmont Hermon   Peaks 
Belspring High Bridge Phenix 
Berry Hill Jamestown Pisgah 
Bethlehem Kayser Memorial Pulaski, First 
Briery Kentuck Radford 
Brookneal Madisonville Raleigh Court 
Browns  Mallow Roanoke 
Buffalo Martinsville, First Rocky Mount 
Clarksville Mary Horner Walker Rough Creek 
Colonial Massies Mill Sinking Spring   
Concord Mayberry St. Andrew 
Coolwell   Maysville Trinity, New Canton 
Cumberland Meherrin Unity 
Danube Memorial Village 
Danville, First Mercy Seat Virginia 
Davis Memorial Mizpah West End 
Diamond Hill Montvale Westminster 
Douglas Mt. Carmel Williamson Memorial 
Falling Spring First, Narrows  
Fellowship New Concord  
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Presbytery Meeting Minutes 
Presbytery of the Peaks 

October 31, 2024 
Via ZOOM 

 
Moderator, Ruling Elder Kym Wiederholt, called the October 31, 2024, meeting of the 
Presbytery of the Peaks to order at 10:00am. The meeting was opened with prayer. 
 
Rev. Dr. Carl Utley, General Presbyter, also welcomed the presbytery to its assembly. 
 
Stated Clerk, Rev. Betsy Soto, declared that we had a quorum present at the meeting, and 
reminded the body about protocol for voting and chatting. She presented the docket and the 
consent agenda for approval. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Report of the Stated Clerk: 
 

 
 
No items were removed from the consent agenda, and both the docket and consent agenda were 
approved by consensus. 
 
The presbytery moved into a time of worship with a sermon preached by candidate for 
ordination, John McCarthy. 
 
After a break, the presbytery reconvened for a time of announcements. Synod Commissioner 
John Wiederholt announced two grants that have been awarded by the Synod: one for the Racial 
Equity subgroup’s trip to Richmond in October, and one to Amherst Presbyterian Church for 
their preschool. Geoff Hubbard shared about the ministry of Cool Spring Presbyterian to assist 
underserved children with camp scholarships. Ben Brannan invited the presbytery to join an 
informational zoom on November 5th regarding a Faith and Sexuality Youth Seminar sponsored 
by Raleigh Court and Second Presbyterian.  
Moderator Kym Wiederholt recalled the meeting to order at 10:50am. 
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REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE    Dave Baker 
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One addition was made - that TE Morgan Whitfield be nominated to serve as the chair of the 
Commission on Administration. The moderator asked for nominations from the floor. Hearing 
none, the slate was approved by consensus.  
 
Dave Baker addressed a question regarding the purpose of the Transitional General Presbyter 
Search Committee and the Cabinet in identifying a person who will help the presbytery review 
its priorities and staffing. There were no additional nominations from the floor for the 
Transitional Presbyter Search Committee, and the slate was approved by consensus. 
 
Moderator Kym Wiederholt allowed Vice Moderator Bea Miller to lead the next section of the 
meeting. 
 
REPORT OF THE EXAMINATIONS COMMISSION          Linda Dickerson 
 
Linda Dickerson presented John McCarthy, candidate for ordination, to the presbytery for 
examination. 
 
 

Statement of Faith 
John McCarthy 

 
 

Our Lord God almighty is the author of all creation, and exists as the Holy Trinity, consisting of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is His perfect will that guides and directs everything. 
He is the first person of the Holy Trinity. Our Father in heaven is omniscient, omnipresent and is 
transcendent of creation and time as we know it. And yet He is caring and loving, desiring to 
dwell with His children, as evident by walking in the Garden of Eden, dwelling with Israel in the 
Tabernacle, then in the Temple, and now through the Holy Spirit dwells within each and every 
Christian in their hearts. 

Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ (Messiah, anointed one), and the second person of the Holy 
Trinity, the Son. He stepped down from heaven and took on flesh, became incarnate through the 
prophesied virgin birth, to redeem the world to God the Father, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and by His work on the cross. Humanity is saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, 
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the perfect once-for-all sacrifice that fulfilled the Law, who reconciled us to our Father in 
heaven. His death and resurrection conquered death and sin, and as believers we too share in His 
death and resurrection. Christ ascended into heaven and intervenes for us until He comes again to 
bring about the New Heavens, New Earth, and life everlasting. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity, sent from the Father and the Son. He 
guides and directs the Body of Christ, the holy catholic church, according to the will of the 
Father. Through the power of the Spirit, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, and we too are 
born again (our souls regenerated) by His power. The Holy Spirit, dwelling within all Christians, 
reminds us of the teachings of Christ, provides Spiritual Gifts, and helps us discern the spiritual 
nature of scripture and connects us with God the Father and God the Son. 

The Bible is the living Word of God, penned by human hands but Holy Spirit inspired. The Bible 
is God’s Word. The Holy Scriptures do not contain God’s Word, rather they are God’s Word. 
The Bible is God’s special revelation and guide to humanity. The Word of God is authoritative 
and “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,” (2 Tim. 3:16 NIV). 
Everything we teach must be rooted in scripture. Everything we preach must be rooted in 
scripture. The Scriptures are God’s special revelation to His people, and they tell us who God is, 
what He has done for us, and what He continues to do. Most importantly, they tell us the Good 
News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God’s perfect Word gives us peace and assurance of 
salvation.  

The Church is the Body of Christ, not a physical location, but rather a body of Christians who 
worship God in spirit. It has the mission of going out and making disciples of all nations. The 
visible local church is where congregations come together to worship God, grow in spiritual 
maturity, and serve their communities in the name of the Lord. As the church, visible or 
invisible, we learn from each other, and we help each other through the difficult times in our 
lives. We, as the Body of Christ, must work together to fulfill the Great Commission, proclaim 
the Kingdom of God, and engage in the ministry of reconciliation. We all have been given 
spiritual gifts by the Holy Spirit for the common good, and it is with these gifts that the Holy 
Spirit guides us according to the will of the Father to bring about the culmination of His 
salvation history. We enter this Body through the visible sign and seal of Baptism in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and continue corporately affirming our faith in Christ Jesus 
through Holy Communion. These sacraments put on full display the wonderful grace of our 
Lord. In baptism, we share in Christ’s death and resurrection, a completely undeserved gift, and 
like circumcision it is a sign of God’s gracious covenant with the Church. In the Lord’s Supper, 
we praise and worship God for the amazingly gracious act of Jesus stepping down from heaven, 
offering his body and blood, broken and poured out for our sins. Communion is also a sign of the 
New Covenant prophesied about in Jer. 31. As we come to the Table and commune with our 
holy and perfect Lord, we are renewed by the Holy Spirit. 
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Autobiographical Statement 
John McCarthy 

 
During my childhood and adolescent years, I assumed that I was a Christian, because when I was 
an infant, I was baptized in a Presbyterian church in Huntington, WV. Also, while I was growing 
up my mother occasionally took my brother and me to church, along with celebrating Christmas 
and Easter. I was ignorant as to what a true Christian was. My childhood consisted of being a 
Navy brat, and by the time I was twelve years old I had lived in four different houses. This, along 
with my father being an agnostic, made it difficult for my mother to find a good and stable 
church family in which to bring us up. The majority of our church experience came from 
traveling back to West Virginia on the holidays and attending Christmas and Easter services at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Huntington. We were what some people call C&E Christians. It 
wasn’t until I was in my first couple years of college that I truly began soul searching. Through a 
process of talking and debating with friends, searching for answers to prove or disprove God’s 
existence, and calling out to God to see if He was even there, I came to know the Lord. I 
borrowed an audio drama of the book Left Behind from a friend, and while alone in my 
apartment, lying on the living room floor next to the stereo, the Lord showed me His presence 
and I gave my life to Christ. I still didn’t have any of the answers I was looking for, except for 
the Lord’s presence and God’s love for me.  
 
Over the next couple months, I was blessed with a clarity and understanding that amazed me. I 
felt the call to get firsthand ministry experience in the military. So, after two years and three 
different majors in college, I left school and enlisted in the Navy as a Religious Program 
Specialist (RP, or Chaplain Assistant). The Navy gave me an opportunity to learn from some of 
the best Chaplains, finish my education, and find great pastors who became mentors and friends. 
It was also during this time of mentoring that my call to vocational ministry was confirmed. 
After this came my formal education at Denver Seminary. 
 
Throughout my years at seminary, my relationship with Christ grew tremendously and led me to 
an understanding of my spiritual gifts of teaching, knowledge, and wisdom. My call is to be a 
pastor and educator in the Church, and I believe this will take many different forms and titles 
throughout my vocational ministry. I have been blessed with wisdom and a thirst for knowledge 
that enables me to do my part in equipping the Body of Christ. Even before I learned about 
spiritual gifts, one of my most common prayers was, and still is, for knowledge and wisdom, and 
my favorite verse is James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” As a pastor I pray that I will be 
able to bless people with the knowledge of God’s Word, as well as the understanding of His will, 
but most importantly, to help foster their relationship with God. 
 
Through the soul searching, conversion, Navy training, spiritual maturing, and our most recent 
chapter in our lives, that I have recently come to call our time in the wilderness, my wife Jennifer 
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has stood by me and supported every decision that I have felt the Lord was calling me to make. 
The Lord led us to VA to be near family when my son Liam was born, in February 2015. During 
these past several years, we have learned to wait on the Lord for His provision and guidance. The 
hardest was stocking shelves at Target while holding a master’s degree, but the Lord in His 
perfect timing opened doors to ministry opportunities that have helped me rely on Him, reinforce 
my identity and calling, and educate me in the ways of the church. My calling is to preach and 
teach the Body of Christ, equipping them for works of service (Eph. 4). During my time at Christ 
Community Church, and at Frist Presbyterian of Dexter/Hagerman, the Lord guided me and 
taught me many different skills about being a pastor that you cannot learn in a classroom, such as 
the importance of fellowship in the congregation and the unspoken expectations people have of 
the pastor. Preaching and teaching have been absolute joys, and as a Youth Pastor in Virginia, 
Jennifer and I grew very close to the youth under my care. Now that we have two children, 
ministry experience, and leadership experience, we are looking forward to the next chapter that 
the Lord has prepared for us here in South Boston. 
 
The presbytery had the chance to ask questions of John. Following his examination, the motion 
was approved without objection. 
 
 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY        Anghaarad Teague Dees 
 
INFORMATION: 
1.  Held Zoom meetings on May 9, June 13, August 8, September 12, and October 10 
2.  Held 7 Board of Pensions Gatherings around the presbytery with 66 persons attending and 27 
churches represented. 
3.  Held an Honorably Retired Pastors Luncheon on Sept. 25 in Christiansburg with 12 retired 
pastors attending. 
 
ACTIONS REPORTED: 
1.  Approved the waiver of Elder Term Limitation for Meherrin Presbyterian Church due to small 
membership.   
2.  Approved to grant permission to Fincastle Presbyterian Church to form a Pastor Nominating 
Committee.   
3.  Approved the Administrative Commission to ordain Christina Cosby to a validated ministry in 
the Office of Public Witness on June 9 at 4:00 p.m. 
4,  Approved the Temporary Supply contract renewal between Rev. Terry Blevins and Roanoke 
Valley Presbyterian Church effective December 1, 2024 to November 30, 2025.  
5.  Approved Rev. Mikel Pugh as moderator for Altavista Presbyterian Church effective July 1, 
2024.  
6.  Dissolved the pastoral relationship between Rev. Ed Soto and Altavista Presbyterian Church 
effective June 30, 2024 and granted Rev. Soto Member at Large status at that time. 
7.  Approved the Christiansburg PC Mission Study and granted permission to form a Pastor 
Nominating Committee.  
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8.  Approved the Administrative Commission to install Morgan Whitfield at PC of Radford on 
July 14 at 4:00 p.m. 
9.  Approved the extension of the Interim Contract between Rev. Kris Moore and Christiansburg 
PC for up to an additional 12 months and a 3 % cost of living increase.  
10.  Granted permission to Owen Layne to administer Communion at Coolwell Presbyterian 
Church. 
11.  Granted permission to the Berry Hill Administrative Commission to walk along side the 
church in an unofficial capacity until approval by the Presbytery in October. 
12.  Approved the request of John Bates to be added to the Pulpit Supply List as a trained ruling 
elder. 
13.  Approved the Interim Pastor Contract between Altavista Presbyterian Church and Rev.  
Glenn Coleman effective July 14, 2024 to July 13, 2025.   
14. Approved to renew the commission of Bill Meneely, Commissioned Pastor, to Massies Mill 
Presbyterian Church effective September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2027.   
15.  Approved the Interim Contract renewal between Bedford Presbyterian Church and Rev. 
Philip Parker effective Sept. 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025.   
16.  Approved the transfer of Rev. Maxine Edwards, HR, from Cherokee Presbytery to 
Presbytery of the Peaks effective August 8, 2025. 
17.  Approved Rich Henderson, MCP, to serve as moderator of Briery Presbyterian Church 
effective Aug. 19, 2024 and granted him permission to serve Sacraments as needed.  
18.  Approved Rev. Pete Smith to serve as moderator of First Presbyterian Church, South Boston 
effective August 8, 2024.   
19.  Approved the request of Meherrin Presbyterian Church to have Mike Price, Commissioned 
Pastor, serve Communion as needed.   
20.  Approved the Terms of Call for John McCarthy pending his approval by the Examinations 
Commission and approval on the floor or presbytery for ordination.  
21.   Approved to renew the commission of Joyce Perez, Commissioned Pastor, with Mercy Seat 
Presbyterian Church effective August 1, 2024 to July 31, 2025.  
22.  Approved to dissolve the call between First Presbyterian Church, Danville and Rev. Beth 
Broschart effective Sept. 30, 2024. 
23.  Approved six applicants to receive a Burke Memorial Fund grant in the amount of $300.00 
each.  The applicants were:  Donna Britt, Phil Berry, Barbara Jacobs, Kim Jeffreys, Carlos 
Malave and Michael Whorley. 
24.  Approved the Terms of Call for Rev. Rachel Vogado to serve at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church. 
25.  Approved $4900.00 of 2025 grant funds for the “The Cornerstone Colloquy with Dr. Andrew 
Root” at Second Presbyterian Church 
26.  Approved to grant Rev. Beth Broschart, Member at Large status effective October 1, 2024. 
27.  Approve the Shared Ministry Contract and Shared Ministry Covenant between Rev. Allison 
Unroe, Fairlawn Presbyterian Church and Christiansburg Presbyterian Church effective 
November 24, 2024. 
28.  Approved the Administrative Commission for the Ordination and Installation of John 
McCarthy at First Presbyterian Church, South Boston on November 3, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Teaching Elders: 
Rev. Pete Smith, Farmville PC 
Rev. Annette Goard, Clarksville PC 
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Ruling Elders: 
Kym Wiederholt, RE, First, Collinsville, 2024 Presbytery Moderator 
Don Cherry, RE, First, South Boston 
Gail McCullough, RE, Mizpah 
 
29.  Appointed Rev. David Baker as moderator of First Presbyterian Church, Danville effective 
October 10, 2024. 
30.  Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Rev. David Mucha and Virginia 
Presbyterian Church effective November 1, 2024 to October 31, 2025. 
31.  Granted permission for Rodger Linkenhoker to administer Communion at Virginia 
Presbyterian Church as needed from November 1, 2024 to October 31, 2025. 
32.  Approved the Covenant Associate Pastor contract between Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter and 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. 
33.  Approved the Stated Supply contract between Rev. Beth Broschart and Forest Presbyterian 
Church effective as ¾ time until the end of 2024, then full time January 1, 2025 to December 31, 
2025. 
34.  Appointed Rev. Skip Hastings as moderator of Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church pending 
Session approval to enter into a Stated Supply contract between the two parties. 
35.  Granted permission to Joyce Perez, CP, to administer Communion at First Presbyterian 
Church, Danville once a month. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. To appoint an Administrative Commission to respond to the request of Berry Hill 
Presbyterian Church to leave the PCUSA, with authority to guide the congregation in its 
discernment of God’s will, to negotiate terms of dismissal if that course of action is 
indicated, and to make a recommendation to the presbytery regarding teh congregation’s 
future. The commission will include: Annette Goard, TE; Mikel Pugh, TE; Joyce Perez, 
CP; and Richard Henderson, CP. 
 
The motion was approved by consensus. 
 

2. That the presbytery approve the 2025 Minimum Terms of Call with a recommended 3% 
salary increase. (Minimum Terms of Call can be found on the following page) 
 
The motion was approved by consensus. 
 

3. That presbytery approve the call of Rev. Rachel Vogado as Pastor for Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, Roanoke, effective January 1, 2025, who is currently serving in a 
temporary pastoral relationship with covenant. The change from a temporary pastoral 
relationship to an installed pastoral relationship requires a ¾ majority report by the 
presbytery. 
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The motion was approved without objection, which the moderator interpreted to mean that the ¾ 
threshold was met. Rev. Dr. Kyle Allen spoke of the excitement that Covenant Presbyterian is 
experiencing at this this upcoming transition. 
 
Vice Moderator Bea Miller led the presbytery in prayer, then handed the meeting back to 
moderator Kym Wiederholt.  
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION     John Lanier 
 
Ruling Elder John Lanier, member of the Commission on Administration, presented the 
commission’s report in chair Joe Wilson’s absence.  
 
He highlighted several things from the report that the commission has been working on, 
reviewed the 2024 budget as it stands, and presented the 2025 Proposed Budget to the presbytery 
for approval. 
 
The moderator opened the floor to discussion. There were no comments, and the proposed 2025 
budget was approved without objection. 
 
 
INFORMATION: 
 The Commission on Administration met on June 3, 2024, August 5, September 4 and 

October 7, 2024 via Zoom. 
 The Commission received a guide manual from PC(USA) for setting up procedures to 

hire a General Presbyter and/or Stated Clerk, when necessary. 
 Local governmental requirements regarding property access modifications have been met 

for the purchase of the presbytery office property. Attorneys are finalizing the sale 
documents and closing is anticipated in the next few weeks. 

 
ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. Completed annual performance reviews for General Presbyter and Stated Clerk. 
2. Granted access to Vanguard accounts for John Lanier, Joe Wilson and Bob 

Berkely. Access for Sharon Bogdan is forthcoming. 
3. Reviewed current insurance policy with Church Mutual. 
4. Approved and executed a Deed of Waiver and Release for Piedmont Evangelical 

Church. 
5. Executed a Deed of Release for Trinity PC, Ridgeway, with bill of sale to Trinity 

Historical Foundation. 
6. Approved a contract for landscape cleanup at Glasgow PC. Work was completed. 

Property will now be listed for sale with realtor. 
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7. Approved requests from Pisgah Presbyterian Church and Browns Presbyterian 
Church to form cemetery associations. 

8. Authorized Carl Utley and Julie Burnett to retain a property lawyer to provide 
legal assistance for the Palestine Chapel Administrative Commission. 

9. Prepared  2025 budget, received comments from stakeholders, and revised the 
proposed budget.  

10. Updated the Personnel Policy, with input from attorneys. 
11. Awarded a salary increase to Julie Burnett for increased responsibilities she is 

assuming since Robin Padgett’s retirement. 
12. Approved the transfer of the deed for the Clarktown PC property to Upward Way 

Holiness Church upon completion of the payment of their financial obligations. 
Closing is anticipated by the end of the year. 

13. Approved holiday office closings for Christmas/New Year’s holiday. The office 
will be closed from Dec. 23, 2024 to Jan. 1, 2025, inclusive. 

14. Approved 2025 housing allowances for Rev. Carl Utley and Rev. Vernie Bolden 
at the 2024 rates. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 1. Approve the 2025 budget as submitted. 
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REPORT OF THE JUSTICE AND MERCY COMMISSION    Denny Casey 
 
Denny Casey, chair of the Justice and Mercy Commission, reported on the activities of the 
commission. 
 
Teaching Elder Nancy Morris shared about her experience on a pilgrimage she took with the 
denomination to sites that were part of the Civil Rights Movement. Teaching Elder Beth 
Broschart shared about the South Sudan workgroup’s continued involvement with the Abukloi 
school, including a video that highlighted the generosity of Peaks Presbytery in sponsoring the 
education for a number of students. 
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Stated Clerk, Betsy Soto, recognized the presbytery’s 2024 moderator, Kym Wiederholt, and 
thanked her for her service this year. She then installed the 2025 officers of the presbytery: 2025 
Moderator TE Bea Miller and 2025 Vice-Moderator RE David Smith. 
 
Stated Clerk, Betsy Soto, drew the attention of the body to the remaining reports in the packet, 
particularly the report of the Special Task Force on Newly Acquired Assets. The Cabinet hopes 
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that with time to reflect on the report, we can have fruitful conversation at our next in-person 
meeting. Attendance for today’s meeting was 122, with 104 voting members present and 36 
churches represented by a voting ruling elder commissioner. 
 
Moderator Kym Wiederholt adjourned the meeting with gratitude for the presbytery’s flexibility 
and prayer at 11:58am. 
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